
Planning Board 
September 16, 2020 

 
The Planning Board meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. In attendance 
were Charles Tarbell, Ted Gerber, Ray Merrill, Recording Secretary Cindy 
Kimball and Chairman Colin Holme, along with Selectman and Code 
Enforcement Officer John Bell. 
 
The first item on the agenda was a review of the August minutes. Ray made 
a motion to accept them as written. Charles seconded the motion and the 
vote was 3-0 in favor. Colin did not vote because he was not in attendance at 
the August meeting. 
 
The second item on the agenda was a SZ application on Bear Pond from 
Jerry Tuttle. He owns a camp on Rainbow Pass that has erosion problems 
across his property and would like to build a retaining wall behind the camp 
to help alleviate the damages occurring. He would also like to build a small 
shed at the rear of the property. Jerry explained that he would like to dig 
approximately 7-8' away from the camp to make it level with the camp and 
install a retaining wall there. The PB discussed options without digging and 
felt some work on the private drive, Rainbow Pass, would be an acceptable 
solution to divert some of the run off as well as using rip rap on the slope 
behind the camp. The shed however, can not be built in compliance to current 
zoning laws. There is not enough land there to place a shed with required 
setbacks from property lines. Ray asked Mr. Tuttle how he acquired the lot 
and camp, and was it non-conforming when he acquired it. Mr. Tuttle 
explained he has owned it around 8-10 years and it was part of two lots at 
one time. The camp is within 75' of the water. Ray noted that Mr. Tuttle 
should contact Jeff Kalinich, DEP representative for Waterford, and discuss 
his problem with erosion with him and what can be legally done. Colin 
proposed that the PB make a motion to deny the application as presented 
which would give Mr. Tuttle the opportunity to take it to the Appeals Board. 
Ted made the motion, Ray seconded the motion and the vote was 4-0 in favor 
of denying the application. 
 
The next item on the agenda was a review of Borrego Solar Systems, Inc. 
Waterford Solar 1, LLC project in North Waterford. Attending were David 
Albrecth-Borrego, Greg Rosshirt and S. Aslam, along with property owner, 



Tom Chadbourne. Tom noted that the property is 250 acres in size and one 
lot, approximately 15-16 acres, was sold off it previously this spring. The lot 
was approximately half of the former subdivision Overlook Terrace. Tom 
plans to sell 2 more lots, each 10-15 acres in size, one of which is the other 
half of Overlook Terrace. These lots abut the previously sold lot and are 
close to the main road, Route 118. Tom noted the sale of these two lots will 
trigger subdivision and David said he will work with Tom to incorporate the 
subdivision into the project plans. The solar project is approximately 20 
acres and will be surveyed but won't include the two lots or the remainder 
of the land, only the project land. Tom will provide the previous land survey 
when he permitted Overlook Terrace Subdivision. 
 
Colin reviewed the application and asked if the 2 lots to be sold will drain 
onto the solar project, which would require a phosphorous control plan. They 
do and any run off will drain into the ground, David noted. He will provide a 
phosphorous plan for the project. Colin also asked about removal of any 
trees, to which David replied there will be minimal selective tree removal and 
it all drains into the gravel pit. The final ground surface of the solar project 
will be grassed over. David also noted that a significant vernal pool was 
potentially been identified and will be treated as such, and Tom noted a total 
property vernal pool assessment was completed approximately 15 years ago. 
 
David reported the archeological survey phase 1 has been completed and 
nothing significant was found. He also made the Selectmen aware of the 
project and they were okay with it. 
 
Colin asked that a site walk date and time be set up before the next PB 
meeting in October, and David needs to send out letters to abutters prior to 
that next meeting. A Public Hearing will be held prior to the PB October 
meeting and the town will advertise the date and time in the local 
newspapers. Anyone wishing to join the site walk, it will meet at the project 
site at the gravel pit on October 11, 2020, at 10 a.m. The Public Hearing will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. via zoom meeting on October 21, 2020 prior to the PB 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
A brief discussion regarding the Jerry Tuttle application was held. Ray 
noted that the lot may be grandfathered depending on when the lot was 



acquired and whether or not it was a non-conforming lot at the time. It will 
depend on the interpretation of the rules. 
 
Hearing no further discussion, Ted made a motion to adjourn at 8:16 p.m. Ray 
seconded the motion and the vote was 4-0 in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Kimball 


